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As Erie County marks deadliest days, 
statewide toll jumps to over 10,000 


4. 


County numbers 
include fatalities not 
confirmed earlier 


By AARON BESECKER 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Monday and Tuesday became 
Erie County’s deadliest days so 
far during the Covid-19 pandem- 
ic. 

With 40 deaths announced 
over the two days, Erie County’s 
death toll reached 101 during the 
outbreak as of Tuesday evening. 
Page C3 

Tuesday’s report of 28 deaths 
followed Monday’s dozen fatali- 
ties. County Executive Mark C. 
Poloncarz, in a Twitter post ref- 
erencing the county Health De- 
partment, said the death toll 
“went up so much from 2 days 
ago because @ECDOH received 
confirmation of 31 deaths that 
occurred since 4/10 that we had 
A not known about previously.” 

l Nursing home residents re- 

Fa main among the most vulner- 

f able. 
After last week’s death of a 
y resident at Garden Gate Health 
K Care Facility in Cheektowaga 
| and the subsequent outcry from 
: her family, the facility’s owner, 
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: the McGuire Group, released in- 
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. e formation about Covid-19 cases 

< > at three of its facilities. 

x Erie County added 69 con- 

firmed cases of Covid-19 as of 

Tuesday evening, bringing the 


. total number of confirmed cases 
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Registered nurse Connie Mehok gets suited up in protective gear before entering one of the ICU areas at the Catholic Health Covid-19 Treatment Facility at St. The statewide death toll 
Joseph Campus in Cheektowaga. Helping Mehok put on her gown is registered nurse Francine Perkins. To see more faces on the front line, go to the Picture Page, C5. jumped by more than 3,700 as 


officials said they were now in- 


Some nations 
in Europe start 
relaxing rules 
on lockdowns 


By Patrick KINGSLEY 


NEW YORK TIMES 


BERLIN - Slowly, tentatively, a 
handful of European countries be- 
gan lifting constraints on daily life 
this week for the first time since the 
start of the coronavirus crisis, pro- 
viding an early litmus test of wheth- 
er Western democracies can gingerly 
restart their economies and restore 
basic freedoms without reviving the 
spread of the disease. 

On Tuesday, Italy, the epicenter of 
Europe's crisis, reopened some book- 
shops and children’s clothing stores. 
Spain allowed workers to return to 
factories and construction sites, de- 
spite a daily death toll that remains 
over 500. Austria allowed thousands 
of hardware and home improvement 
stores to reopen, as long as workers 
and customers wore masks. 

In Denmark, elementary school- 
teachers readied classrooms so 
young children could return to school 
on Wednesday, while in the Czech Re- 
public, a restless public relished the 
reopening of sports centers and some 
shops. 

When Lukas Zachoval, a sales 
manager in the Czech Republic, lost 


See Europe on Page A12 


Related: We're not alone 


The U.S.and many other nations face 
a prolonged recovery period from this 
pandemic. Page A4 
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OKLAHOMA CITY BOMBING: 25 Years Later 


Glenn Seidl was 100 miles from 
Oklahoma City the morning of April 
19, 1995, but he thought he heard an 
explosion. 

“Being a plumber, I thought it was 
natural gas,” Seidl recalled. 

He had no idea Pendleton native 
Timothy J. McVeigh had just carried 
out the nation’s worst domestic ter- 
rorist attack by an American citizen. 
McVeigh’s truck bomb had ripped 
apart the nine-story Alfred P. Murrah 
Federal Building in Oklahoma City. 

Seidl’s wife Kathy worked on the top 
floor for the Secret Service. 

A deputy arrived at the job site and 
informed Seidl he needed to pick up 

Sharon Cantillon/Buffalo News his son from school, but he didn’t ex- 
Clint Seidl, 32, holds a photo of him and his mother, 
Kathy, at her grave. Seidl was 7 when his mother died. See Bombing on Page A3 


How a grieving 
husband and 
son coped 
after McVeigh’s 


terrorist attack 


By Lou MICHEL 
NEWS STAFF REPORTER 
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